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Additional Resources

* Beyond Nuclear, 6930 Carroll Av., #400, Takoma Park, 
MD 20912; 301-270-2209; Web: beyondnuclear.org; 
Email: info@beyondnuclear.org;
* Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility, 53 
Dufferin Rd, Hampstead QC, H3X 2X8 Canada, (514) 
489-5118; Web: ccnr.org; Email: ccnr@web.net
* Citizens Against Nuclear Bailouts (Pennsylvania), 
Email: nonukebailoutpa@gmail.com; Facebook: NoN-
ukeBailout
* Citizens for Legitimate Government, P.O. Box 1142, 
Bristol, CT 06011; Web: legitgov.org; Email: contactus@
legitgov.org
* Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety, P.O. Box 
31147; Santa Fe, New Mexico 87594; (505) 986-1973 ; 
Email: ccns@nuclearactive.org; Web: nuclearactive.org
* Diné No Nukes, Email: contact@dinenonukes.org; 
Web: dinenonukes.org/
* Global Network Against Weapons & Nuclear Power 
in Space, PO Box 652, Brunswick, ME 04011; (207) 
443-9502; Web: space4peace.org; Email: globalnet@
mindspring.com; 
* Los Alamos Study Group, 2901 Summit Place North-
east, Albuquerque, NM 87106; Phone: (505) 265-1200;
Email: gmello@lasg.org; Web: lasg.org
* Nuclear Information & Resource Service, 6930 Carroll 
Av. #340, Takoma Park, MD 20912; (301) 270-6477; Email: 
nirsnet@nirs.org; Web: nirs.org
* Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance, PO Box 
5743, Oak Ridge, Tenn. 37831 (865) 776-5050; E-mail: 
orep@earthlink.net; Web: orepa.org
* Native Community Action Council,
Web: nativecommunityactioncouncil.org
* Physicians for Social Responsibility, 1111 14th St., 
NW, #700, Washington, DC, 20005; (202) 667-4260; 
Web: psr.org;Email: psrnatl@psr.org;
* Savannah River Site Watch, Web: srswatch.org; (803) 
834-3084; srswatch@gmail.com
* Coalition Against Nuclear Bailouts (Ohio), Email: 
nonuclearbailout@gmail.com; Facebook: 
facebook.com/CoalitionAgainstNuclearBailouts/

By John Heid

The trouble with our state / was not civil disobedi-
ence, / which in any case, was hesitant and rare. 
/... /  The trouble with our state / — we learned it 
only afterward / when the dead resembled the living 
who resembled the dead / and civil virtue shone 
like paint on tin / and tin citizens and tin soldiers 
marched to the common whip / — our trouble / the 
trouble with our state / with our state of soul / our 
state of siege — / was / Civil / Obedience.
 — Excepted from “The Trouble with Our  
 State” by Daniel Berrigan

“I am troubled by the ongoing civil disobedience.”       
 — Judge Christian Sande, Hennepin County  
 District Court, Minn., March 29, 2017

The verdict in most political trials is usually anticli-
mactic. The heart of such trials lies in our testimony, 
and, once in a blue moon, in a prosecutor or judge’s 
statements. Every now and then a ray of light makes 
its way through the decorum into the “halls of jus-
tice.” This actually happened in Hennepin County 
District Court in late March when Eddie Bloomer of 
the Des Moines Catholic Worker and I were tried on 
charges stemming from an April 2016 Black Lives 
Matter/Catholic Worker action in Minneapolis.

My defense to the charges of trespass and obstruction 
of transit was based on my claim of right to stand 
precisely where I did, in front of a Metro Transit light 
rail vehicle, in order to raise awareness and create a 
tension that would pressure Minneapolis police to ad-
dress their lethal policies and practices toward people 
of color. Our vigil focused particularly on the murder 
of an unarmed young man, Jamar Clark, who was 
shot in the head by a Minneapolis police officer. The 
investigation into Jamar’s killing was closed earlier 
in the year by the Minneapolis Police Department 
without charges against the officer involved.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. carefully laid out the 
rationale for the practice of creative tension in his 
“Letter from a Birmingham Jail.” I referenced this 
hallowed letter in laying out my “claim of right” de-
fense. Throughout the three-day trial presiding Judge 
Christian Sande paid careful attention. Then during 
pre-sentencing remarks he gave a stern, thought-
provoking rebuke to the rationale for my defense.
He began by saying: “I am troubled by the analogies 
that I see—particularly, the Letter from a Birmingham 
Jail.... Dr. King talks about constructive tension. But 

again, the constructive tension he was citing in the 
Letter... had to do with a direct challenge to an uncon-
stitutional law and a public sentiment that supported 
that unconstitutional law. This (Eddie’s and my cases) 
was much more amorphous and so it’s much harder 
for the community and the Court in a situation like 
this to really do much to address the issues.”
Judge Sande’s comments are a rare courtroom gift. 
They summarize the mindset of status quo “liberal 
ideology—for the record. True, we were not protesting 
the trespass laws or the right-of-way for public transit. 

What we were protesting was the violation of Jamar 
Clark’s constitutional right to due process, civil 
and human rights, and to a fair trial by a jury of 
his peers. A Twin Cities police officer had robbed 
him of these rights by playing the roles of accuser, 
prosecutor, judge, jury and executioner. In a single 
irretrievable moment in time.

With a bullet. Their is no appellate court for Jamar, 
let alone a trial. This killing was not an isolated inci-
dent in the Twin Cities or in our country for that mat-
ter. It is a nation-wide matter of fact and an epidemic.

Our vigil followed carefully what Dr. King laid out 
from his Birmingham jail cell. He wrote: “Its (Bir-
mingham’s) ugly record of police brutality known in 
every section of this country.” Minneapolis’s track 

record of death-by-cop is not so widely published, 
but is well known in the black community. Dr. King 
was labeled an outside agitator. Yet he had local ties. 
We, catholic workers were invited to the Twin Cities 
by local human rights workers including people of 
color. Regardless, Dr. King reminded us from his 
cell that, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere. We were victims of a broken promise... 
and the dark shadow of disappointment settled upon 
us. So we had no alternative except for that of pre-
paring for direct action.” In Minneapolis the inves-
tigation into Jamar Clark’s murder closed without 
charges. Negotiations had failed.

Judge Sande’s comments articulate the point of view 
that believes the system can self-correct by means 
of checks and balances, by petitions, sanctioned 
rallies, town hall meetings, and the ballot. These 
activities do not change the fundamental character 
of the system. They don’t rock the boat. Activist 
Philip Berrigan called these “acts of consent. Ones 
that go along with business as usual.”The difference 
between consent and dissent lies in whether one 
believes that the system is fundamentally just—or 
not. The principle attitude underlying our direct 
action in Minneapolis was dissent, challenging the 
system at its roots, which is what radical means. 
Dissent recognizes that the system is in need of radi-
cal transformation. Dr. King reminds: “My friends, I 
must say to you that we have not made a single gain 
in civil rights without determined legal and nonvio-
lent pressure. History is the long and tragic story of 
the fact that privileged groups seldom give up their 
privileges voluntarily.” Howard Zinn wrote in his A 
Peoples’ History of the United States that no social 
change has occurred in this country without both 
consent and dissent.
Two more black men were killed by Twin Cities police 
officers between the time of our vigil and our trial.
The challenge that Judge Sande laid out—however 
inadvertently or intentionally—is for activists to 
more clearly and consistently articulate the necessity 
and efficacy of dissent. Which, simply put, means 
more creative tension, more court time.
I close where I began with Daniel Berrigan. In the 
early 1970s, he and exiled Vietnamese Buddhist monk 
Thich Nhat Hahn shared a series of midnight con-
versations in Paris. These were printed in The Raft Is 
Not The Shore. Daniel said: “But nothing is under-
standable while it’s going on—the sixties are only 
understandable when they’re over, which makes most 
people into morticians—ready to bury the dead. But 
it costs something to say while the killing is going on, 
‘No one should die!’ And the killing is going on.”

Over the past 10 years, 100 percent of the people 
killed by the Minneapolis Police Department have 
been black or brown. I rest my case. Again.
—John Heid volunteers for the imigrants’ rights groups 
No More Deaths, and Humane Borders in Ajo, Arizona.

Through the prism of nonviolence The Trouble with Our State

Jamar Clark, 24, was shot and killed Nov. 
15, 2015 by Minneapolis police officer Dustin 
Schwarze while officer Mark Ringgenberg 
held him on the ground. No criminal or civil 
charges were brought against the officers. In 
June his family filed a federal lawsuit against 
the officers saying the police subjected  Clark 
to unreasonable seizure and excessive force.

After four great years, Arianne “Ari” Stewart Pe-
terson, Nukewatch’s unyielding defender of work-
ers everywhere—and of The Chicago Manual of 
Style—will be leaving our staff to subtly educate 
Wisconsin college students about matters of conse-
quence while teaching them English at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Barron County. With her calm, 
understated, firm, witty, and shrewd guidance, Ari 
has steered Nukewatch to be an organization more 
in touch with multi-cultural reality and helped us 
to better recognize and appreciate the diversity of 
social justice perspectives and 
environmental impacts beyond 
the office. In her time here as 
our tech savvy Co-director, Ari 
moved the organization from 
the 1990’s into modernity, 
with a new website, member-
ship outreach, a Facebook 
page, fund development plans, 
and an invigorated newsletter 
style, design and layout.

Ari conducted investigative reporting and mapping 
for, and co-edited, Nukewatch’s Revised Edition of 
Nuclear Heartland: A Guide to the 450 Land-Based 
Missiles of the United States which came out late in 
2015. She has researched and written dozens of re-
markable, well-respected articles for our Quarterly. 
Her amusing command of the Chicago Manual has 
helped us avoid sounding too much like bumpkins 
from the countryside. Ari is the only person who 
could single-handedly run the entire Nukewatch 
office. She’s just not replaceable. Happily, Ari will 
continue to serve on the board of our parent organi-
zation The Progressive Foundation and help out as 
an occasional consultant. Bon Voyage Ari!

Ari and Jake 

Co-Director Moving On
Thank You Arianne Peterson!


