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charges as well as the charges for twice entering 
the base in 2018. She was convicted and given a 
sentence of 230 days or a fine of €1,000 ($968.00), 
and is considering another appeal. 

While vigiling at Büchel in July for this summer’s 
international week of protest, Brian Terrell from 
Maloy, Iowa was served papers to appear in court 
on November 23 for the appeal of his conviction 
from a 2019 fence-cutting action there. He is weigh-
ing his options.

A final update: Uwe Lutz-Scholten was summoned 
to court in his hometown of Korbach, a three-hour 
drive from Büchel, on September 8, charged with 
inciting an illegal act. His name was on the web-
site for the July 2021 “Digging for Life” action 
at Büchel as manager of the solidarity account to 
support the activists who were arrested.

Last winter the prosecutor discontinued the investi-
gation of those arrested at the scene. Lutz-Scholten, 
drew a young judge who expressed interest in the 
issues, admitting she didn’t know anything about 
them before the trial but had learned a lot in prepa-
ration. She allowed him to speak at length about 
the consequences of nuclear war and the weapons 
stockpiled at Büchel, and at the end simply termi-
nated the proceedings with no judgment or penalty.
 
—Felice & Jack Cohen-Joppa, editors of The Nu-
clear Resister in Tucson, Arizona, where this arti-
cle first appeared, gave us permission to reprint.

Deterrencelessness: Nuclear Attack Readiness
Unethical, Incredible, Unviable, Needless

Threatening to make attacks with nuclear weapons 
is known as “deterrence” when the United States or 
NATO does it, but is called madness, blackmail, or 
“terrorism” if Russia, China, or North Korea does.

US Air Force thermonuclear weapons, about 100-
to-150 of them known as B61s, are stationed at two 
NATO bases in Italy and at one each in Belgium, 
The Netherlands, Germany, and Turkey. These 
170-kiloton H-bombs — 11.3 times the force of the 
US Hiroshima bomb — are always described as 
“defensive” “theater” nuclear weapons, and are said  
to “deter” aggression.

However, Russian aggression in Ukraine has shown 
“nuclear deterrence” to be an expensive, destabiliz-
ing, terrifying fraud. That the sacrosanct unquestion-
able “arsenal of deterrence” did not deter Russia is 
dreadfully, catastrophically obvious. Yet the naked-
ness of the deterrent-less Emperor has hardly been 
acknowledged.

In the ghastly maw of ongoing war in Ukraine, the 
needless provocation of stationing US thermonucle-
ar bombs at six NATO base’s facing Russia could 
hardly be more frightening. Then, as if to set a can 
of gas next to a bonfire, NATO’s ministers on June 
30 issued their latest “Strategic Concept,” a public 
relations version of deterrence theory, which in 
plain terms is the alliance’s ongoing threat to launch 
indiscriminate, uncontrollable, and poisonous mass 

destruction against Russia using US, French and 
British nuclear weapons.

The Strategic Concept’s soothing, cotton candy ver-
sion of NATO’s open embrace of nuclear terrorism 
is put this way: “NATO will take all necessary steps 
to ensure the credibility, effectiveness, safety, and 
security of the nuclear deterrent mission.”

At the moment however, the B61 hydrogen bombs 
stationed at Germany’s Büchel Air Force Base 
cannot credibly be a part of the “mission” since they 
can’t be loaded on to Germany’s Tornado fighter 
jets. This is because the base’s runway is being re-
built and until 2026, Büchel’s 33rd Fighter-Bomber 
Wing of Tornado jet fighters are based at the nearby 
Nörvenich Air Base.

For Kathrin Vogler, a Left Party member of the 
German Parliament in 2021, this is a chance to 
denuclearize Germany. Vogler told the daily paper 
Rhein-Zeitung last year, “From June 2022 to Febru-
ary 2026, flight operations at Büchel Air Base will 
be largely discontinued and transferred to the Nör-
venich military airfield…. This was confirmed to us 
by the German government in our minor inquiry. As 
far as we know, the 20 or so nuclear bombs stored at 
Büchel will remain there.”

“This means that German nuclear sharing will 
effectively not take place for four years from 2022,” 
Vogler told the paper.

Büchel Resisters Choose Jail Over Fines
By The Nuclear Resister

Three more Europeans have gone to prison in Ger-
many this year for their protests inside the Büchel 
Air Base, where US nuclear weapons are deployed. 
They are the 27th, 28th, and 29th resisters to choose 
prison over payment of fines during the long cam-
paign to send those nukes back home. COVID had 
delayed the imposition of their sentences.

In May, Ria Makein, 70, surrendered to serve 30 
days for her April 2019 arrest. She chose prison 
because she wanted to “continue our campaign.” 
Asked after her release what gave her the strength 
“to swim against the tide,” she replied, “Through 
all the mail I received during those four weeks, I 
became aware of this great network.”

In July, Amsterdam Catholic Worker Frits ter Kuile 
reported and served 30 days.

Holger-Isabelle Jänicke lost his appeal for taking 
part in an April 2019 action at Büchel, and began 
serving his 30-day sentence in mid-August. Jänicke, 
a legal aid worker, dedicated his arrest to the late 
Fr. Carl Kabat, noting that, “In 1983, he also took 
part in the ploughshares campaign in Schwäbisch 
Gmünd, Germany in which a tractor for the Persh-
ing II [nuclear missile] was damaged. From 1987 to 
1995, I lived in Mutlangen in a community of peace 
workers. We named our house after Carl Kabat.”

Next in lockup for actions at Büchel may well be 
US activist John LaForge, who has refused to pay 
and has been ordered to serve 50 days in a German 
prison starting Jan. 10, 2023. Last spring, following 
his convictions in district and appeal courts for twice 
entering the base in 2018, LaForge appealed to the 
Constitutional Court. However, in Germany, impo-
sition of sentence is separate from the legal appeal. 
The appeal argues that two lower courts erred by 
refusing to consider his defense of “crime preven-
tion,” thus violating his right to present a defense. 
LaForge argues that Germany’s stationing of US 
nuclear weapons is a criminal violation of the 1970 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, which forbids transferring 
nuclear weapons to other countries. He also asserts 
that attempting to stop their use is not unlawful but 
a justified act to prevent the crime of threatening 
vast, disproportionate, and indiscriminate destruction 
from the US nuclear weapons.

While LaForge may become the first US activist to 
be jailed in Germany for protesting the US nuclear 
weapons there (Kabat having been released on his 
own recognizance and never returning to Germany 
for trial), at least two more Americans, both Cath-
olic Workers who have joined the international 
protests at Büchel, could follow him into prison next 
year if they refuse to pay. 

Susan Crane from Redwood City, California was 
convicted on January 18 on four counts of trespass 
from 2019. Once again, the Cochem court rejected 
her defenses of international law and competing 
harms, instead focusing for the record on the cost 
of hardware to repair the fence she’d helped to cut 
through. On September 20 Crane was retried in 
Koblenz Regional Court, contesting the trial court’s 
refusal to consider her defenses to the four 2019 

Wearing “Weapons Inspectors” signs, Susan 
Crane, left, and John LaForge got into Germa-
ny’s Büchel air base on Hiroshima Day 2018 and 
climbed atop one of the bunkers that likely houses 
some of the US nuclear bombs stationed there.


